The Women in the Alliance Movement http://clio.missouristate.edu/wrmiller/Populism/texts/Documen...

The Women in the Alliance Movement
by Annie L. Diggs

The women prominent in the great farmer manifesto of this present time
were long preparing for their part; not consciously, not by any manner of
means even divining that there would be a part to play. In the many
thousands of isolated farm homes the early morning, the noonday and the
evening-time work went on with a dreary monotony which resulted in that
startling report of the physicians that American farms were recruiting
stations from whence more women went to insane asylums than from any
other walk in life.

Farm life for women is a treadmill. The eternal climb must be kept -up
though the altitude never heightens. For more than a quarter of a century
these churning, washing, ironing, baking, darning, sewing, cooking.
scrubbing, drudging women, whose toilsome, dreary lives were unrelieved
by the slight incident or by-play of town life, felt that their treadmills
slipped cogs. Climb as they would, they slipped — down two steps while
they climbed one. They were not keeping pace with the women of the
towns and cities. The industry which once led in the. march toward
independence and prosperity, was steadily falling behind as to
remuneration. Something was wrong.

The Grange came on — a most noble order, of untold service and solace to
erstwhile cheerless lives. Pathetic the heart-hunger for the beauty side of
life. The Grange blossomed forth in "Floras" and "Pomonas." There was a
season of sociability, with much good cookery, enchanting Jellies, ethereal
angel cakes, and flower-decked tables. There was much burnishing of
bright-witted women — not always listeners, often essayists. Sometimes,
indeed, leaders of discussion and earnest talk about middlemen, the home
market, the railroad problem, and such other matters as would have shed
light on the cause of the farmer's declining prosperity had not wary
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politicians sniffed danger, and, under specious pretence of "keeping out
politics lest it kill the Grange," tabooed free speech and thus adroitly
injected. the fatalest of policies. The Grange is dead. Long live the, Grange
born again — the Alliance! this time not to be frightened out of politics or'
choked of utterance; born this time to do far more than talk — to vote.

The Granger sisters through the intervening years, climbing laboriously,
patiently, felt their treadmill cogs a slipping three steps down to one step
up. Reincarnate in the Alliance the whilom Floras and Pomonas became
secretaries and lecturers. The worn and weary treadmillers are anxious,
troubled. They have no heart for poetry or play. Life is work unremitting.
There is no time for ransacking of heathen mythologies for fashions with
which to trig out modern goddesses. Instead of mythologic lore, they read
"Seven Financial' Conspiracies," Looking Backward," "Progress and
Poverty." Alas ! of this last word they know much and fear more -- fear for
their children’s future. These once frolicking Floras and playful Pomonas
turn with all the fierceness of the primal mother--nature to protect their
younglings from devouring, devastating plutocracy.

Politics for the farmer had been recreation, relaxation, or even exhilaration,
according to the varying degree of his interest, or of honor flatteringly
bestowed by town committeemen upon a "solid yeoman" at caucus or
convention. The flush of pride over being selected to make a nominating
speech, or the sense of importance consequent upon being placed on a
resolution committee to acquiesce in the prepared document conveniently
at hand — these high honors lightened much muddy plowing and hot harvest
work.

But the farmers' wives participated in no such ecstacies. Hence for them no
blinding party ties. And therefore when investigation turned on the light,
the women spoke right out in meeting, demanding explanation for the
non-appearance of the home market for the farm products, which their good
husbands had been prophesying and promising would follow the
upbuilding of protected industries. These women in the Alliance, grown apt

2 of 21 5/11/11 4:32 PM



The Women in the Alliance Movement http://clio.missouristate.edu/wrmiller/Populism/texts/Documen...

in keeping close accounts from long economy, cast eyes over the long
account of promises of officials managing public business, and said,
"Promise and performance do not balance." "of what value are convention
honors, or even elected eloquence in national Capitol, if homelessness must
be our children's heritage?"

Carlyle's Menads, hungrier than American women are as yet, penetrated the
French Assembly "to the shamefulest interruption of public speaking" with
cries of, "Du pain! pas tant de longs discours! " Our Alliance women spake
the same in English: "Bread ! not so much discoursing ! "less eloquence
and more justice!"

Strangely enough, the women of the South, where women, and men's
thought about women, are most conservative, were first to go into the
Alliance, and in many instances were most clear of thought and vigorous of
speech. Though never venturing upon the platform, they contributed much
to the inspiration and tenacity of the Alliance.

In several states, notably Texas, Georgia, Michigan, California, Colorado,
and Nebraska, women have been useful and prominent in the farmer
movement, which indeed is now widened and blended with the cause of
labor other than that of the farm.

Kansas, however, furnished by far the largest quota of Active, aggressive
women, inasmuch as Kansas was the theatre where the initial act of the
great labor drama was played. This drama, which, please God, must not
grow into tragedy, is fully set on the world stage, and the curtain will never
ring down nor the lights be turned off, until there be ushered in the eternal
era of justice to the men and women who toil.

The, great political victory of the people of Kansas would not have been
won without the help of the women of the Alliance. Women who never
dreamed of becoming public speakers grew eloquent in their zeal and
fervor. Farmers' wives and daughters rose earlier and worked later to gain
time to cook the picnic dinners, to paint the mottoes on the banners, to
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practice with the glee clubs, to march in procession. Josh Billings' saying
that "wimmin is everywhere," was literally true in that wonderful
picnicking, speech-making Alliance summer of 1890.

Kansas politics was no longer "dirty pool." That marvelous campaign was a
great thrilling crusade. It was religious to the core. Instinctively the women
knew that the salvation of their homes, and more even, the salvation of the
republic, depended upon the outcome of that test struggle. Every word,
every thought, every act, was a prayer for victory, and for the triumph of
light. Victory was compelled to come.

Narrow ignoramuses long ago stumbled upon the truth. The home is
woman's sphere." Ignoramus said, "Women should cook and gossip, and
rock cradles, and darn socks" — merely these and nothing more. Whereas
the whole truth is, women should watch and work in all things which shape
and mould the home, whether "money," "land" or "transportation." So now
Alliance women look at politics and trace the swift relation to the home --
their special sphere. They say, "Our homes are threatened by the dirty pool.
The pool must go."

Before this question of the salvation of the imperiled homes of the nation,
all other questions, whether of "prohibition" or "suffrage," pale into relative
inconsequence. For where shall temperance or high thought of franchise be
taught the children, by whose breath the world is saved, if sacred hearth
fires shall go out? The overtopping, all-embracing moral question of the
age is this for which the Alliance came. Upon such great ethical foundation
is the labor movement of to-day building itself. How could women do
otherwise than be in and of it?

—

Easily first among the Kansas women who rose to prominence, as a
platform speaker for the political party which grew out of the Alliance, is
Mrs. Mary E. Lease.

An Irishwoman by birth, Mrs. Lease is typically fervid, impulsive, and
heroic. All the hatred of oppression and scorn of oppressors, which every
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Documents on the Populist
Party

The Objects of the Alliance
Ben H. Clover -- 1889

The Omaha Platform
July 4, 1892

Women in the Alliance Movement
Annie L. Diggs -- 1892

The Principles of Populism
James E. Doom -- 1895

The Negro Question in the South
Thomas E. Watson -- 1892

The Tramp Circular
Gov. Lorenzo D. Lewelling of Kansas -- 1893

What's the Matter with Kansas and Another Bottle Sold
William Allen White -- 1896 & 1906

The Cross of Gold Speech
William Jennings Bryan -- 1896

The St. Louis Platform of 1896
July 24, 1896

The Populists at St. Louis
Henry Demarest Lloyd -- 1896

Speech on Imperialism
William Neville -- 1900
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Populist Party Platform (1892)

The People's party, more commonly known as the Populist party, was organized in St. Louis in 1892
to represent the common folk—especially farmers—against the entrenched interests of railroads,
bankers, processers, corporations, and the politicians in league with such interests. At its first
national convention in Omaha in July 1892, the party nominated James K. Weaver for president and
ratified the so-called Omaha Platform, drafted by Ignatius Donnelly of Minnesota.

Assembled upon the 116th anniversaty of the Declaration of Independence, the People's Party of
America, in their first national convention, invoking upon their action the blessing of Almighty God,
put forth in the name and on behalf of the people of this country, the following preamble and
declaration of principles:

Preamble

The conditions which surround us best justify our cooperation; we meet in the midst of a nation
brought to the verge of moral, political, and material ruin. Corruption dominates the ballot-box, the
Legislatures, the Congress, and touches even the ermine of the bench.

The people are demoralized; most of the States have been compelled to isolate the voters at the
polling places to prevent universal intimidation and bribery. The newspapers are largely subsidized
or muzzled, public opinion sienced, business prostrated, homes covered with mortgages, labor
impoverished, and the land concentrating in the hands of capitalists. The urban workmen are denied
the right to organize for self-protection, imported pauperized labor beats down their wages, a
hireling standing army, unrecognized by our laws, is established to shoot them down, and they are
rapidly degenerating into European conditions. The fruits of the toil of millions are badly stolen to
build up colossal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history of mankind; and the possessors of
these, in turn, despise the Republic and endanger liberty. From the same prolific womb of
governmental injustice we breed the two great classes—tramps and millionaires. The national power
to create money is appropriated to enrich bond-holders; a vast public debt payable in legal-tender
currency has been funded into gold-bearing bonds, thereby adding millions to the burdens of the
people.

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn of history, has been demonetized to add to
the purchasing power of gold by decreasing the value of all forms of property as well as human
labor, and the supply of currency is purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise, and
enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind has been organized on two continents, and it is
rapidly taking possession of the world. If not met and overthrown at once it forebodes terrible social
convulsions, the destruction of civilization, or the establishment of an absolute despotism.

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century the struggles of the two great political
parties for power and plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon the suffering people.
We chatge that the controlling influences dominating both these parties have permitted the existing
dreadful conditions to develop without serious effort to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they
now promise us any substantial reform. They have agreed together to ignore, in the coming
campaign, ever issue but one. They propose to drown the outcries of a plundered people with the
uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so that capitalists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts,
watered stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of the usurers may all be lost sight



of. They propose to sacrifice our homes, lives, and children on the altar of mammon; to destroy the
multitude in order to secure corruption funds from the millionaires.

Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the nation, and filled with the spirit of the grand
general and chief who established our independence, we seek to restore the government of the
Republic to the hands of the "plain people,” with which class it originated. We assert our purposes to
be identical with the purposes of the National Constitution; to form a more perfect union and
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity. . . .

Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for which there is not precedent in the history of
the world; our annual agricultural productions amount to billions of dollars in value, which must,
within a few weeks or months, be exchanged for billions of dollars' worth of commodities
consumed in their production; the existing currency supply is wholly inadequate to make this
exchange; the results are falling prices, the formation of combines and rings, the impoverishment of
the producing class. We pledge ourselves that if given power we will labor to cotrect these evils by
wise and reasonable legislation, in accordance with the terms of our platform. We believe that the
power of government—in other words, of the people—should be expanded (as in the case of the
postal service) as rapidly and as far as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teaching of
experience shall justify, to the end that oppression, injustice, and poverty shall eventually cease in the
land. ...

Platform
We declare, therefore—

First—That the union of the labor forces of the United States this day consummated shall be
permanent and perpetual; may its spirit enter into all hearts for the salvation of the republic and the
uplifting of mankind.

Second.—Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every dollar taken from industry without an
equivalent is robbery. "If any will not work, neither shall he eat." The interests of rural and civil labor
are the same; their enemies are identical.

Third—We believe that the time has come when the railroad corporations will either own the
people or the people must own the railroads; and should the government enter upon the work of
owning and managing all railroads, we should favor an amendment to the constitution by which all
persons engaged in the government service shall be placed under a civil-service regulation of the
most rigid character, so as to prevent the increase of the power of the national administration by the
use of such additional government employees.

FINANCE.—We demand a national currency, safe, sound, and flexible issued by the general
government only, a full legal tender for all debts, public and private, and that without the use of
banking corporations; a just, equitable, and efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at a
tax not to exceed 2 per cent, per annum, to be provided as set forth in the sub-treasury plan of the
Farmers' Alliance, or a better system; also by payments in discharge of its obligations for public
improvements.

We demand free and unlimited coinage of silver and gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1.



We demand that the amount of circulating medium® be speedily increased to not less than $50 per
capita.

We demand a graduated income tax.

We believe that the money of the country should be kept as much as possible in the hands of the
people, and hence we demand that all State and national revenues shall be limited to the necessary
expenses of the government, economically and honestly administered. We demand that postal
savings banks be established by the government for the safe deposit of the earnings of the people
and to facilitate exchange.

TRANSPORTATION.—Transportation being a means of exchange and a public necessity, the
government should own and operate the railroads in the interest of the people. The telegraph and
telephone, like the post-office system, being a necessity for the transmission of news, should be
owned and operated by the government in the interest of the people.

LAND.—The land, including all the natural sources of wealth, is the heritage of the people, and
should not be monopolized for speculative purposes, and alien ownership of land should be
prohibited. All land now held by railroads and other corporations in excess of their actual needs, and
all lands now owned by aliens should be reclaimed by the government and held for actual settlers
only.

Expressions of Sentiments

Your Committee on Platform and Resolutions beg leave unanimously to report the following:
Whereas, Other questions have been presented for our consideration, we hereby submit the
following, not as a part of the Platform of the People's Party, but as resolutions expressive of the
sentiment of this Convention.

RESOLVED, That we demand a free ballot and a fair count in all elections and pledge ourselves to
secure it to every legal voter without Federal Intervention, through the adoption by the States of the
unperverted Australian or secret ballot system.

RESOLVED, That the revenue derived from a graduated income tax should be applied to the
reduction of the burden of taxation now levied upon the domestic industries of this country.
RESOLVED, That we pledge our support to fair and liberal pensions to ex-Union soldiers and
sailots.

RESOLVED, That we condemn the fallacy of protecting American labor under the present system,
which opens our ports to the pauper and criminal classes of the world and crowds out our wage-
earnets; and we denounce the present ineffective laws against contract labor, and demand the
further restriction of undesirable emigration.

RESOLVED, That we cordially sympathize with the efforts of organized workingmen to shorten
the hours of labor, and demand a rigid enforcement of the existing eight-hour law on Government
wortk, and ask that a penalty clause be added to the said law.

RESOLVED, That we regard the maintenance of a large standing army of mercenaries, known as
the Pinkerton system, as a menace to our liberties, and we demand its abolition. . . .

RESOLVED, That we commend to the favorable consideration of the people and the reform press
the legislative system known as the initiative and referendum.

RESOLVED, That we favor a constitutional provision limiting the office of President and Vice-
President to one term, and providing for the election of Senators of the United States by a direct
vote of the people.



RESOLVED, That we oppose any subsidy or national aid to any private corporation for any
purpose.

RESOLVED, That this convention sympathizes with the Knights of Labor and their righteous
contest with the tyrannical combine of clothing manufacturers of Rochester, and declare it to be a
duty of all who hate tyranny and oppression to refuse to purchase the goods made by the said
manufacturers, or to patronize any merchants who sell such goods.

1. A valuable white fur adorning the robes of some judges.
2. Currency and/or coin.

[From "People's Party Platform," Omaha Morning World-Herald , 5 July 1892)]
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Harper's Weekly reported on the progress of the transcontinental railroad throughout its construction. These
excerpts, organized chronologically, report on conflicts with Native Americans, the terms of a peace treaty,
the commercial benefits of the railroad for New York City, and the machine shops of Omaha.

June 22, 1867

The Indian War.

Operations on the Smoky Hill and Arkansas routes have ceased for the present, and the attention of General
Sherman had been devoted to the Platte River route. At Omaha, on June 8, he issued general orders stating
that the Union Pacific Railroad shall be so well guarded in the future that no Indians will dare to interfere
with it. All passengers and freight must be forwarded to the end of the tracks, and from there will be
guarded by sufficient escorts specially provided for that purpose. He expressed himself as sanguine that he
will clear the Platte Valley of Indians within two weeks. He had also, with the concurrence of Secretary
Stanton, agreed to allow Governor Hunt, of Colorado, to equip five hundred volunteers for Indian service.

July 27, 1867

New York as a Commercial Center.

...We have also expressed the belief that the constantly changing wants and exigencies of a growing
country like ours demand, and will compel, a radical change in our present railway system; that with the
completion of the grand arterial road across the continent to the Pacific, all other roads must become
tributary and subservient to it -- the direction of railway traffic (freights) being traverse to the water
communication that cuts the country from north to south. A consolidation of railroad interests will naturally
result, as well as a change in the mode of operating and running. The future requirements are already
foreseen and felt; the first movement toward the new order of things is the proposed combination of leading
railroads to form a great Western route under one management. The parties to the combination are the New
York Central, Lake Shore, Cleveland and Toledo, Michigan Southern, and those other roads that constitute
the northernmost tier of transverse communication. Another rival organization is promised, to include a
more southern route, and will embrace the Pennsylvania Central, Pittsburg, Fort Wayne and Chicago, etc.
Their interests will not conflict; on the contrary, the commercial necessities of the country will on the
course of time require one or two more routes still further south to convey the produce of the sca-board
States to their western destination.

When the Pacific Railroad is completed in 1870, all these gigantic tributaries will converge toward the
main stem, like the fingers of a hand. All the immense and richly productive districts of the Atlantic and the
East will contribute to supply the vital fluid that courses through them. Even the vast domain of the "New
Dominion" (traversed by the long-projected "Intercolonial Railway" and tapped by an absolutely
indispensable line extending through Maine from Bangor) will be induced to furnish its quota of
subsistence. But the seat of the vital principle will be in the city of New York. There will the mighty beat of
its palpitation be heard. Already the commercial centre of America, it will then, by its geographical
position, become the commercial centre of the world. We do not assume that the Pacific Railway will
supersede vessels in the carrying trade, for that would be impossible; a dozen lines of railroad could not
furnish the required transportation, even if it could carry as cheaply. But from its closer relations and
proximity to other countries, New York could command the commerce. It would be as nearly united to Asia
as it has been to Europe. The distance to China, now accomplished in forty-three to forty-five days, will be
shortened to thirty days. A letter will reach Hong Kong by way of San Francisco much quicker than when it
went by way of Liverpool, just as our enterprise had shortened the time of our communication with Brazil.
The London banker would no longer pocket the commissions and the exchange on the immense trade
carried on between New York and China, as well as South American and the West Indies; but New York
would become, to America at least, what London is not to the rest of the world, namely, the place on which
exchange is universally drawn. Millions of dollars would thereby be saved to our merchants annually, to
say nothing of the difference of time, which is as precious as money.

We have heretofore spoken of the advantages to be obtained by the operation of the Pacific Railroad in
developing the treasures of California and the Rocky Mountain region, and the easy access it afford to
Asiatic trade. The gains, to be sure, are for the present purely speculative, but it is easy to conjecture the



results from past experience. And we are to obtain all this by an estimated outlay of $45,000,000 currency
for a road 1565 miles long, while the Intercolonial Railroad of the "New Dominion" of only 480 miles is
expected to cost upward of $20,000,000 in gold. It will take rime to overcome the commercial and financial
derangement which the late war inflicted upon the court, and to stimulate the productive interests of the
several sections to their full capacity; but by the time the Pacific Railroad is completed we hope to lie upon
the top wave of prosperity, and to tax our new lines of intercommunication to their utmost limit.

November 16, 1867

The Indian Peace Treaty.

A peace which might have been as readily arranged two years ago as at present was made with four of the
tribes of Indians of the Plains in October at an Indian camp on Medicine Lodge Creek, Kansas. By its terms
the location of the reservations of the Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches, and Cheyennes are changed and
enlarged. The tribes are to remove farther south -- that is, away from the line in the Kansas branch of the
Pacific Railroad, and are not to disturb the laborers on that route.

Our two illustrations... give the scene of the treaty and the council which concluded it. The full terms of the
treaty give to each Indian on the reservation annually a suit of clothes, consisting of coat, pantaloons, hat,
and socks, and in addition to this, $35,000 annually, in such articles as the Indians most need is to be given
to the several tribes. Several other provisions are made to furnish seeds and agricultural implements to such
Indians as may commence farming. The Indians agree to let all the railroads be built, and especially the
Smoky Hill and Platte roads. They also agree to keep lasting peace; to capture no women or children; to
attack no more trains, and to cease killing men; and it is also agreed to allow them to hunt on the old
reservation, south of Arkansas, until the settlements drive them away from that hunting-ground.

July 23, 1868

The West.

Editorial Excursionists on the Union Pacific Railroad -- The Car Works and Machine Shops in
Omaha -- A Glimpse of Mormon Immigrants.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Cheyenne, Dakotah, Thursday, July 23, 1868.

On Monday last, at the invitation of Mr. WEBSTER SNYDER, our party visited the car works and
machine shops of the Union Pacific Railroad, at Omaha, and were not a little astonished at the magnitude
of those works. The buildings are of brick, 200 feet by 80, with wing 80 feet by 40. Paint shop 160 feet by
35, with wing 40 feet by 16. As we entered the buildings the noise of twenty or thirty different machines all
in motion -- the brawny workmen wielding ponderous sledge hammers -- the endless whirr of swift-
revolving wheels -- the glowing metal, as it was taken at a white heat from the furnaces, scattering its bright
sparks on every side -- all spoke of a busy, active life springing up here on these Western plains, where in
our imagination we fancied we would see nothing but herds of buffalo and Indian encampments. As a
general thing I don't like to bother myself with figures, but as I am writing for the information of your
readers, I must, in order to enable them to form a correct idea of the extent of these works, g0 somewhat
into detail. In the buildings above enumerated 1 noticed several circular saws, two plainers, three boring
machines, two mortice machines, one turning lathe, one bolt cutter, one drill-press, one jig-saw, one
shaping-machine, two tennouters, and two tennon-machines, and these all driven by a single stationary
engine of the very finest workmanship. There are men who would call the din and noise created by these
various machines, all whizzing away in a confused harmony, "The grand hymn of labor welling on through
the ages," but I confess to me the whole place seemed a pandemonium, and yet not entirely without a
certain fascination. In the main building were several locomotives of immense power and fine finish, most
of them having been manufactured at Trenton, N.J., but put together here in the shops of the Union Pacific
Railroad, where all repairs are done also. The Company manufacture most of their own cars, both freight
and passenger cars. Twenty-four flat cars are being turned out each week, besides one first-class and one
second-class coach, and one or two baggage-cars and cabooses each month. The first-class cars
manufactured here are equal to any cars to be found on any of the Eastern railroads, and indeed the whole
rolling stock of the Company will compare with that of any other road in the country. The lumber used is of
three kinds, oak, ash and pine, all brought from Chicago and cut into proper lengths and thicknesses for the
object designed. The material is first run through the plainer, which takes out all wind and smooths it; from
there to the saw and again to the plainer; then to the mortice, tennons, boring, shaping and bolting
machines, till it is at last ready for men employed for framing and bolting the car on the trucks which rest



on the rails, extending through the whole length of the building. The car finished, it is transferred to the
painting department, receives its different coats and stripes, and is then run back to the drying room. In this
department there are three hundred and fifty hands employed, which, in addition to the cars manufactured,
turns out a large amount of furniture and cabinet work for the use of the railroad offices and buildings along
the track. In the forging and casting departments there are about the same number of workmen employed,
and the average wages of the men is about $3.50 each per day, some getting as low as $2.25 and others as
high as $4.75. For the above facts and figures I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. GAMBLE, who
superintends the whole work, and also to Mr. FROST, the purchasing agent for the Company, who was
unremitting in his attention to the party during our whole trip, accompanying us to the end of the road and
explaining everything in detail,

As our party was returning from the workshops, in passing the depot of the Union Pacific Railroad, we
encountered a lot of Mormon immigrants, some four hundred and fifty in number, waiting to be forwarded
over the road as far as Cheyenne or Benton, where they take the overland route for the promised land. A
motley crowd they were -- men, women and children, old and young, all haggard -- looking and travel-
soiled. I should judge most of them were English, and certainly, from their dull, stolid appearance, they
must have been selected form the lowest strata of society. Their condition certainly must be improved, both
mentally and physically, even with all the drawback incident to Mormondom. A more woebegone and
wretched-looking set of human beings I trust shall never see again, and yet hope must have been strong
within the hears of many in that crowd, to enable them to bear up under the sufferings and hardships they
must have endured since starting on their long pilgrimage. One poor woman stretched on the bare ground in
a dying condition, with her husband tenderly doing all in his power to alleviate her sufferings, presented a
pitiable sight indeed, but death, I learn, soon came to her relief, and here, almost on the verge of the
promised land, after enduring heaven only knows how much of suffering and of agony, she passes away-let
us hope to that better land where suffering is known no more.

On Tuesday, July 21, everything being in readiness, and having seen everything of interest in Omaha, we
started for the end of the Union Pacific Railroad, and as this letter is quite long enough, I shall reserve the
particulars of our journey for future notice. E.C.S.



